
“Landowners and resource managers are inherently bound to a high level 
of resource accountability. We are bound by law to protect the environment 
and prevent resource degradation, but we have a higher obligation to be 
good stewards of our natural resources, sharing them today and preserving 
them for future generations. The decisions we make and the actions we take 
affect our own environment as well as that of the wildlife, our neighbors and 
future generations.”

Charles Craig Woodson, Founder,   1933-2011

120 South Main, Suite 104
Sheridan, MT 59749

P: 406-842-5010  F: 406-842-5910
www.rubyhabitat.org
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Reflections on the Ruby . . .
The last ten years at Ruby Habitat Foundation has truly flown by. I remember wondering what exactly Craig 
had in mind as he finalized the agreement with Montana Land Reliance and organized a board to oversee the 
newly formed foundation. I was impressed with the generosity I was seeing and was intrigued by the urgency 
that Craig had to make sure everything was in order. As I grew to know Craig better I realized that he was 
planning for the future but he expected to get started working immediately. Fortunately we had Craig with us 
for about nine more years and his vision has inspired each of us associated with the Ruby Habitat Foundation. 
Without Craig and Martha Woodson’s generosity, none of  the things in this annual report would have been 
possible. 
In the last ten years Ruby Habitat Foundation’s message of stewardship and resource accountability has really 
taken shape. We are having more opportunities each year to demonstrate and educate about the importance of 
preserving our natural resources while emphasizing viability of agricultural operations. We are continuing with 
new projects to find ways to diversify habitat for wildlife and agriculture production. The Woodson Ranch is a beautiful setting to show 
off a variety of approaches to conservation for the small acreages and the larger working ranches. In education it is important to have 
the information available and to be able to show the results “on the ground” leaves a lasting impression.

As we look forward, the message of good resource management has to be of the highest priority. Without examples of good 
management practices we can have the best of intentions but little progress is made. At Ruby Habitat Foundation we will continue to 
have a clear voice of conservation and stewardship as we face the many challenges of protecting and using our natural resources. I want 
to thank our many supporters and encourage you to schedule a visit to view Woodson Ranch. It is always a rewarding experience.

Neil Barnosky
Chairman, Ruby Habitat Foundation 

2

The following was written by Charles Gaines, world renowned angler, author, & naturalist. It is taken from a book entitled Astream, 
American Writers on Fly Fishing published by Skyhorse Publishing Inc. It is included here with their permission.

The river I hope runs through it for me on the other side will look something like the two-and-a-half-mile stretch of the Ruby near Alder, 
Montana, that belonged to my friends Craig and Martha Woodson: dainty and purling, its banks a manicured comeliness of cottonwoods, its 
amber water dimpled with brown trout rises. And those browns are some of the feistiest and most agreeable anywhere: beautifully colored, 
acrobatic, quick-to-take fish that are found exactly where they are supposed to be, in the river’s textbook runs, seams, and pools.

The Ruby is a river to make you feel like Izaak Walton -- a wet-wading and bank-fishing river that invites long, meditative breaks for 
reverie, a pipe, good conversation. It is also a river that can toss out epiphanies like flowers from a basket.

My young friends Ethan and Jason have their first day of trout fishing just under their belts. Yesterday they floated a hot stretch of the 
Madison, lobbing nymphs under indicators into runs beside the boat and letting them float there until their guide told them to strike. They caught 
lots of fish that way and decided they were naturals at the trout fishing game. Today we are on the Woodson’s Ruby – a different kettle of fish. 
I walk the banks with them, looking for rises, then they take turns blowing the fish. They can’t reach it or line it, they drag over it, they hook 
willows and each other. But the Ruby is, as ever, open-hearted and generous, and maybe even a little smitten with my boys.
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Ruby Habitat Foundation 2012 Financials
Foundation Operations:
    Income         $120,437
    Expenses         $89,878
    Net Income                   $30,559
General Fund Cash & Investments:      $79,398
 (Pays the day-to-day expenses that finance the operation of the foundation.)
Rural Heritage & Open Lands Fund:  $183,493
 (Designed to provide funding for outreach and land conservation efforts.
  General fund surpluses and designated gifts create the balance of this account.)
Hill Education & Outreach Endowment:   $27,424
 (Income from this endowment finances conservation education and outreach
  to landowners and the general public. These funds come from designated gifts.)
Visitor Center Building:    $41,173
Foundation Operations Assets as of 12-31-12            $331,488

Woodson Ranch & Endowment:
    Income       $561,883
    Expenses       $240,615
    Net Income                 $321,268
Fixed Assets
    Equipment   $50,123
    Improvements              $654,629
    Land            $7,312,5001

    Woodson Ranch Endowment               $5,073,9462

Ranch & Endowment Assets as of 12-31-12          $13,091,198
1Restricted land donation subject to life estate
2The income from Woodson Ranch Endowment is used for the operation and maintenance of the Ranch, to ensure its protection and 
continued viability.

Ruby Habitat Foundation Combined Total:
 Net Income 2012              $351,827
 Total Assets as of 12-31-12        $13,422,686

RHF is a 509(a)(3) tax-exempt support organization to the Montana Land Reliance, a 501(c)(3) corporation. 
Our Tax identification number is 45-0487621. Each entity is audited annually and independently. Audit copies 
are available upon request.

“I could see immediately that the ranch was well managed for both the conservation of wildlife as well as agriculture which makes it 
a true gem and one that no doubt is the envy of many. I had several experiences that day that I will remember for a long time, thirty 
turkeys feeding in the shade of the cottonwoods, a bull and cow moose in the willows watching me as I walked past, a buck mink 
running on a bank above the river’s edge and a beaver swimming across the river before it dove underwater to its bank den. Thank you 
for this privilege.” 

“The ranch is way past special.” 
John Splittorf, Paso Robles, CA

“It is a privilege and an honor to support the Foundation and the Foundation initiatives that in turn support the local community. 
Congratulations on your continued and sustained success over the past ten years.”
Mike Pearce, Lafayette, CA & Sheridan, MT

Bob Sager,   Butte , M T
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Twenty Years Later, a Tenth Anniversary

Unbelievably, it has been twenty years since I first met Craig Woodson at the local NRCS office in Sheridan 
in the fall of 1992. He had just purchased a ranch in our small community not far from my own family ranch. 
I had no way of knowing at the time that I was about to embark on a life changing adventure of renovation, 
conservation, education and perspective. Over the next few years Craig became, to say the least, passionate 
about his ranch in the Ruby Valley. Throughout the remainder of his life, he poured his heart and soul into the 
enhancement of the property that everyone respectfully knows as the Woodson Ranch. Those of you who have 
had the opportunity to visit the ranch know full well the result of his efforts. The property is an incomparable 
jewel of diversity in uses and habitats. Agricultural, wildlife and recreational opportunities are shared by family, 
neighbors, friends and community.

Over the years, I became fully aware that Craig was driven, by among other things, an uncompromising 
conservation ethic and a love for the Ruby Valley. In spite of my prior ten year relationship with him, I was 
unprepared for the level of foresight and generosity he displayed in creating the Ruby Habitat Foundation in the fall of 2002. Ten years 
later I am even more amazed.  

It is difficult to express in words the extent of my respect and enthusiasm for what has developed and my anticipation for what is yet 
to come. The creation of the Foundation and Craig’s generosity assure that the Woodson Ranch and the far reaching implications of 
the projects we have undertaken will remain intact for generations to come. The property is an unparalleled showcase of possibilities 
for land owners large and small. Educational, recreational, agricultural, wildlife and residential uses coexist on the ranch in sustainable 
fashion. The ongoing projects detailed in this annual report are a testament to Craig Woodson and the Foundation’s commitment to 
demonstrating what time, effort, creativity and an open mind can achieve.

Craig’s wisdom in originally seeking out an alliance with a highly respected conservation organization cannot be overstated. 
The Foundation’s association with the Montana Land Reliance has proven to be invaluable. Their encouragement and advice have 
contributed to the Foundation’s success in no small measure.  All of us at the Ruby Habitat Foundation are grateful to the Directors, 
the Board and the staff of the Montana Land Reliance for their support and assistance over these first ten years.

I hope you will take time to thoroughly review this 10th Anniversary Annual Report. Revisit with us the highlights of the past 
year and consider our progress toward accomplishing our purposes. Once again, the talented Dr. Samuel Corl III has volunteered his 
creativity in assembling this outstanding summation of our past. I appreciate his dedication and commitment.

The past year brought with it changes on the Board of Directors. Founding chairman, George Swan, and founding director, Roy 
O’Connor, have retired. We will miss their wisdom and insight and appreciate their years of dedication. We welcome aboard two new 
directors, George Olsen and Lois Delgar-DeMars. On behalf of the Board of Directors I extend our heartfelt appreciation for the 
support of our many friends over these past ten years. We believe we are making a difference but there is much yet to achieve in our 
effort to preserve and enhance conservation values of this great area.

I hope you will choose to continue to partner with RHF as we strive to maintain the integrity of our western landscape and heritage.

Les Gilman
Executive Director
Ruby Habitat Foundation
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A very short ten years ago Craig & Martha Woodson took an idea and a vision for the Ruby Valley and formed 
the Ruby Habitat Foundation (RHF).  The Montana Land Reliance (MLR), with guidance and encouragement 
from Craig and Martha, formed a partnership with the RHF to shepherd their vision into the future.  For eight 
years Craig remained a force challenging all of us to provide ideas that would work not only on the Woodson 
Ranch but also in the local community.  Projects from soil health to low input cattle grazing, have been 
completed or are ongoing.  We here at MLR are excited to see what will come over the next ten years to cement 
Craig’s and Martha’s vision of the future.   

Rock Ringling
Managing Director
Montana Land Reliance
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Group A – Montana Land Reliance
George Olsen,
President, Montana Land Reliance
Retired CPA - Helena, Montana
Rock Ringling, Vice-chairman
Managing Director, Montana Land Reliance – Helena, Montana
Lois Delger-DeMars
Operations Manager, Montana Land Reliance - Helena, Montana

Group B – Woodson Family
Martha Woodson, Secretary
Rancher – Sheridan, Montana; Fort Worth, Texas
Leslie Vanderpool
Stephenville, Texas

Lance Woodson
Austin, Texas

Group C – Ruby Valley Community

Neil Barnosky, Chairman
Rancher – Sheridan, Montana
Bruce Peterson
Rancher – Alder, Montana
Steve Wood
Rancher – Sheridan, Montana

Executive Director
Les Gilman
Sheridan, Montana

Founder
Craig Woodson 1934-2011
Sheridan, Montana

Ruby Habitat Foundation
Board of Directors

Mission Statement

The Ruby Habitat Foundation is dedicated to preserving and enhancing the 
natural resources and the social and economic makeup of the Ruby Valley and 
southwest Montana by, among other things:

•  Supporting agriculture in the community and the diversification of   
 agricultural operations to ensure the long-term viability of working ranches; 

•  Working with landowners, educational institutions, foundations and other  
 entities to protect and enhance open space and wildlife habitat;

•  Encouraging education and training to broaden the understanding of   
 resource management issues and responsible management of private lands;

•  Promoting the concept of resource accountability and developing examples  
 of minimal impact resource management for agricultural and recreational  
 uses while protecting the environment.

Robin Mitts, Treasurer
Global Change Manager, 
Enterprise Architecture Program, Upstream
Unconventionals - �e Woodlands, Texas
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Bee Pastures and Other Pollinator Projects

Due to numerous factors, all pollinators, not just bees, are experiencing severe 
population declines across the United States. Pollinator species play a vital 
role in the production and the reproduction of many plants. The Ruby Habitat 
Foundation joins the many governmental and nongovernmental organizations 
that are advocating the establishment of pollinator friendly plant communities to 
aid in habitat creation for pollinating species. A plant that is considered pollinator 
friendly is a plant that requires an organism (pollinator) to transport pollen 
between different individual plants to successfully reproduce. 

During the past year, the Ruby Habitat Foundation continued to expand its 
ongoing advocacy of pollinator projects. We expanded our outreach on the subject 
and joined forces with the local school district to create pollinator habitats as the 
Foundation’s newest pollinator project.  

In the classroom, the 
kindergarten class learned 
about pollination and the 

important role that pollinators play in the environment. They also learned about 
the different kinds of bees that are native to Montana and where some of those 
species prefer to nest. After a brief education about the different kinds of bee nests, 
the kindergarten students were joined by the high school senior Advanced Biology 
class to construct and paint the bee habitats. The habitats were constructed out of 
wood and clay to target the nesting areas of several different native species with 
hopes of finding numerous guests residing in those habitats during the summer. 

Once the bee condos were constructed, and spring arrived, the students from 
both classes participated in a field trip to the Foundation property to help set up 
the pollinator habitats on the ranch. While on the ranch they prepared and planted 

a “bee pasture” behind the visitor center 
into a diverse mixture of native and 
nonnative plant species designed to 
provide habitat for the pollinators. Once the work was done, an informative stroll along the 
visitor center nature trail was conducted to learn more about the vital role that pollinators 
play.

The Ruby Habitat Foundation, 
in cooperation with the local school 
district, is teaching by example in 
showing how it is possible to have 
a successful agriculture enterprise 
while maintaining pristine natural 
resources and enhancing specific 
habitats to allow for niche animals 
such as pollinators to flourish. 

More information about 
pollinators can be found at www.
pollinator.org 
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David R. Hoffman 
Yvonne & Noel Holland    
Mary Horne     
Geraldine & Brian Hotchkiss    
Betty & James P. House    
Ronald J. Hughes, Jr.    
Mary & William Humphrey    
David D. Hunting    
Judith Hutchins     
John T. Iacopi     
Fredrick Iden     
Susan & Duane Jacklin    
Patricia & Chad Jacobson    
Scott D. Jagger    
Linda & C. Todd Jessell    
Kathryn Johnson     
Margaret Kay Jones     
Marguerite B. Jones    
James Jordan     
Joan & Bud Kanouse    
Katherine & Robert Kaufman   
Michael Keaton     
Brent Keeton     
Thomas F. Keifer, II     
Marjorie Kidd     
Paul H. Kiefer    
Minnetta L. King     
Henry H. Knight     
Jeff Koelzer     
Kris E. Koepsel     
Nancy & Karl Komatsu    
Sherry L. Kossick     
Curtis Kruer     
Stephanie Kruer     
Ronald T. Kunkel     
Eugenia & Albert  Lamar    
Kathy & Michael Landert    
Michael Lander     
Tad R. Lane     
Sue & Roger Lang     
Ann & Mark Ledger    
Kathleen & Mark Lee    
William M. Legg     
David Lehwalder     
Diane & John Leicham    
John Leonard     
Steve Liebmann     
Steven D. Lockshin
Anne Lower     
Mrs. & Mr. Freddie Lozamo & Family   
Mary & William Luginsland    
Gene & Richard Lyman    
Lawrence Macon     
Sandra & Joseph Martin    
Linda Matthews     
Lisa & Dan Matthews    
Candice & Robert Mauseth    
Jennifer & Patrick McClellan    
Michael K. McCluskey    
Frederick W. McCollum    
Elizabeth Ann & Philip McCrury   
Susan S. McDowell     
Donnie McFadden     
John T. McGuire     
Christine & Frank McKeever    
Suzi & Larry McKinney    
Kris & Tobie McKown    
Mike McNalley     
Jean & Walter Meanwell    
William A. Meade     
James M. Meeks, DDS    
Marge A. Meinke    
 

Virginia Lee Meisenbach
Connie & James Merrill    
Charles W. Mills     
Robin & David Mitts    
Lisa & Doug Mitts     
Matthew Mitts    
Lisa & Russell Mitts    
Kim & Jeff Montag     
Valerie Monroe     
Loisjean Moody     
Ryan Morgan     
Louise D. & Barrett M. Morris   
Susan & Furman Moseley    
Paul Moseley     
Dee Fenner & Charles Moss     
James S. Mossop, DDS    
Judith & Dan Mumme    
Jan & Pat Munday     
Christine & Rev. Ben Nardi   
Jamie & Gary Neal     
Jack Neely     
William H. Neukom    
Lee  Newick     
Billie & James Nichols    
John Nichols     
Susan & Michael Nienstedt    
Kenneth Niles     
Joe F. Nix     
Anne V. & David V. Nordstrom   
Richard S. Norton     
Roy S. O'Connor     
Tommy O'Connor, III    
John O'Donnell     
George S. Olsen     
David Ondaatje     
Katrina & James R. Oosting, DDS   
Edmond Opler, Jr.     
Jerry Parkhurst     
Harry A. Parks     
James R. Parks     
Judy & Steve Parks     
Steve E. Parks     
M. R. Parnell
Julie & Michael B. Pearce    
Terry Pearce     
Steven B. Peterson     
Janis & Terry Phillips    
Cynthia Sutcliffe & Henry W. Poett   
John Pohl     
Frank Lee Porter    
Maurice R. Povich     
Wanda M. Powers    
Heidi & John Rabel    
Chris & Shea Rabley    
Carol & Fred Rader    
J. F. Rand     
Ginger & Terry Rathert    
Rance Rathie     
Marguerite & T. Leslie Reeves   
Rock Ringling     
Linda Robertson     
Carolyn & Robert Robertson    
H. Nelson Rowley, III    
Krista & John Sampson    
Phillip Sasser     
Jeanne Bombassaro & Mark Savinski   
Karen & Robert Schermer    
Stacy & Michael Schlinger    
Barbara A. and Robert C. Schoenfeld  
Jeff Schoenfeld     
Norma & Bill Sheathelm    
Paulene & Jeremy Shellman    
Janet & William Simpson    
Gary P. Skinner     
Douglas C. Smith     
 

Judith G. & Peter R. Smith, MD
Robert A. Smith
Hilary F. Snell     
Peter J. Solomon     
Antoinette E. & James E. Somerville   
Dale Spartas     
John Splittorf     
Matthew Spong     
Ramsay C. Stabler     
Marolyn & Paul Stanley    
Kathy A. Stevens     
Thomas J. Stoecker, MD    
Tom Stoker     
Jay Michael Strangis   
Steven Strauch     
Dorothy & Thomas Stuebner    
G.A. Sywassink     
Susan B. & William W. Taylor, III   
Betty & Ralph Thisted    
Jesse Thrush     
Jerra C. Tillman     
Teresa & Tim Tollett 
Catherine & Normand Tremblay
Dude Tyler
Bobbi Uecker     
Kent J. Vana     
Kendall Van Dyk     
Leslie & Dr. Steven H. Vanderpool   
James B. Vogt     
Jane & Scott Waldie
Gary L. Walker, DDS
Jan & James C. Wallace    
Larry Wangberg     
Bill Ward     
Luella Warnshuis
John M. Warren     
Thomas U. Warren     
Carol Bibler & Jim Watson    
Jason M. Wayt     
J. W. Thompson Webb
Davis Weinstock, II
Dr. Sarah Googe & Bill Wilkinson
Martha & James Williams
Betsy & Doug Wilson
Jeremy G. Wilson     
Audrey L. & John R. Wilson
Reid J. Winkler
Mary & Charles Wintzer
Marnee & Willard Wirth    
Nancy M. & Douglas C. Wolcott
James Wolcott     
Doni R. Wood     
Twink & Jim Wood
Jenny & Steve Wood
Buck Woodson & Family    
Martha & Craig Woodson    
Lance & Vanessa Woodson    
Shirley A. Woodson
Laurilyn & Greg Wysocki    
Alan Zimmerman

Organizations
Ansun Graphics, Inc.
Barton Family Foundation    
Bessemer Trust     
Big Hole Lodge     
The Braewold Fund     
Brown Contracting, Heating & Plumbing
Burke Family Foundation    
Channel Ship & Marine Services, LLC   
Charlevoix County Community Foundation
The Community Found for the National Capital Region
Crane Meadow Lodge    
Craig Fellin Outfitters    

The Donnelley Foundation
Elise R. Donohue Charitable Trust
Fay Ranches     
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund   
First American Title    
Four Rivers Fishing Company   
Friends of the Curry Center    
Frost Financial Management    
Gettelman Philanthropic Fund   
Gilman IH Cattle Company    
Hamilton Ranch     
HAP Foundation     
Headwaters Realty, LLC    
Hells Canyon Creek, LLC    
Iacopi, Lenz & Company    
J.D.L. Construction    
Jewish Community Endowment Fund   
Kenneth & Cherrie Garrett Foundation  
Kenworthy Electric, Inc.    
Kingfisher Consulting, Inc.    
Luther King Capital Management   
McGuire Family Foundation     
Millsap Enterprises, Inc.    
The Minneapolis Foundation    
Morse Land Company    
Montana Land Reliance    
National TB Controllers Association   
Network for Good
P & J Ranches     
Pearce Family Fund     
Peregrine Capital Management Fund
 of the Minneapolis Foundation  
Peter J. Solomon Family Foundation   
Ranch Management, Inc.    
Ranch Resources, LLC    
R.L. Winston Rod Co., Inc.    
Rockpoint, LLC     
Ruby Springs Lodge    
Ruby Valley Lodge, LLC    
SaltChuk Resources, Inc.    
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving   
Seligman Cash Management Fund   
Shaun Jeszenka Outfitting    
Shannon, Gracey, Ratliff & Miller, LLP   
Silicon Valley Community Foundation   
Silver Spring Ranch    
SRI Ranch Holding    
Steven Strauch Living Trust    
Sweetgrass Rods, LLC    
Tarlow, Stonecipher & Steele    
Taylor Family Fund     
Thomas U. Warren, Inc.    
Timber Creek Ranch    
Trout and Salmon Foundation   
Upper Canyon Outfitters    
Vanderpool Family Fund    
Waterborne Productions    
     
 

In Memoriam 2012   
  
Chester Anglen    
Dick Lower    
Donny McCluskey    
Pat Mumme    
Scott Waldie
C. Craig Woodson
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Ruby Valley Students Get Out for Annual River Resources Day
 
LAURIN – Almost 100 third, fourth and fifth grade students from Sheridan and Twin Bridges gathered at the Ruby Habitat 
Foundation’s Woodson Ranch for the eighth annual Kids River Resource Day, where children are invited onto local ranch properties to 
learn about various conservation issues.

While some students were more excited to get out of the classroom than 
others, especially under a smoky haze from regional wildfires, all the kids 
enjoyed the opportunity to learn about something they never knew existed 
in their own backyard. Nearly a dozen different presenters spoke on topics 
ranging from fish and aquatic invasive species to bats, bears and cattle. Students 
also learned about recreational ethics, invertebrates and different types of 
pollinators and even how riverbanks are affected by sediment and erosion.

Ruby Habitat Foundation executive director Les Gilman explained that 
one of the organizations’ purposes is to provide opportunities for educational 
outreach in natural resource management issues, to give kids the chance to get 
dirty and learn about their environment for themselves.

“So they can have a little better appreciation of the diversity of the natural 
world around them,” Gilman said. “We believe it’s vital to provide every 

educational opportunity we can, and we’re happy to host this here today just 
because so many of the young people don’t have the opportunity to actually get 
on the ground and experience firsthand: hands in the water, feet on the ground 
experiencing wildlife around them.

Many students were captivated by the presentation on bears given by Rebecca 
Skeldon of the Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest that emphasized safety and proper food storage. “In the Ruby Valley there are a 
lot of grizzly bears and black bears,” she said. “It’s good to 
let them know that bears aren’t going to eat them.”

Others gave Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks aquatic education coordinator Dave Hagengruber 
a run for his money at the Fish Jeopardy station, deftly 
answering questions about the many waterways and fish 
species in the state. While Hagengruber tried to stump 
students by asking about specific identification marks on 
fish and destinations of certain watersheds, many of them 
answered like seasoned anglers.

Twin Bridges fifth grader Cody Olsen said his favorite 
part of the Kids River Resource Day was learning about 
fish, quickly adding that he considers himself an old pro 
when it comes to working the water around Montana. “I 
liked the paddlefish,” he said.

The Ruby Habitat Foundation was founded by Craig 
Woodson in 2002, in the hopes of preserving a delicate 
wetlands habitat for the future. Woodson willed his 1,100-
acre property to the foundation before his death in January 
2011.

“He had the idea that at his death, there would be the means to carry on the work he had started,” Gilman said of Woodson. “He 
realized that he wouldn’t be able to own it and run it forever, but he wanted to figure our a way to perpetuate the things that he had 
started so he very wisely and generously created this foundation.”

For Gilman, the best part of the Kids River Resource Day was the level of excitement and enthusiasm displayed by the kids across 
the board.

“It demonstrates that there is a desire to learn this information, but also there is a need to present it because they’re not getting it 
otherwise if we cant get them out here,” he said.

Posted on September 27, 2012 by The Madisonian. Written by reporter Ben Coulter. Reprinted by permission.

3rd, 4th and 5th grade students from Sheridan and Twin Bridges rush to the next 
presentation during Kids River Resource Day at the Ruby Habitat Foundation’s 
Woodson Ranch in Laurin on Thursday. Photo by Ben Coulter

Fourth grade students from Sheridan look on as district 
conservationist Trisha Cracroft (right) demonstrates how erosion 
works using the Rolling Rivers display on Thursday at the 
Ruby Habitat Foundation’s Woodson Ranch during Kids River 
Resource Day. Photo by Ben Coulter.
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These very kind and generous people and organizations expressed their commitment to and their support of the mission of the Ruby Habitat 
Foundation with contributions during our first 10 years:
Hew Chu Tu & Arthur Frank Ackerman
Constance Achterberg
Leslie Adams    
Harry Albrecht
Joseph Anderson
Nancy & Chester Anglen
Mary & Arthur Apkarian
Susan & John Bachelder
Susan & James Banks    
Bruce Barnhart
Gloria & Neil Barnosky
Dr. Laurie & Dr. R. T. Bartoletti
Elizabeth & James Barton
Sarah & Richard Barton
Connie & Scott Bauers
Charles R. Beamon, MD
Diana & Richard Beattie
Susan M. Cardenas & William R. Belobraidich
Laura & Gerald A. Bellotti, MD
Sarah & Thomas Belk    
James Bennett     
Mrs. & Mr. Billy Bennett & Family
George Alexander Bernhardt, Sr.
Robert Bernecker
Jane & Oliver Birckhead
Allen Bjergo     
Grace L. Blair, MD
Bill Bone
Douglas M. Booth   
Jan & Chuck Bowey    
Rosemary F. Bowler    
Angela & Chip Boyd    
Janet G. Boyles
Chris Boyer     
Jean & David T. Brandos
Glenn Brackett
Michele & William Brennick
Daniel S. Brown
Dorothy Brown
Dennis T. Bryan
Stephen M. Bryan
Linda Hale & Bill Bucklin
James K. Budelman
Shelly & Steve Burke    
Charlotte D. Buttrick    
Kathryn Buursma
Clint Campbell
Luana & Gregor Campbell
Dr. A. S. Cargill
Eric R. Carson
Molly & Jason Carrico
John Carpenter
Reid Carron     
Sherry & Michael Chandler
J.C. Chapmas     
Robert Cherry     
Wayne Cherry    
Michael L. Cherwek, MD
N. M. Christensen
Michele & Robert Christofferson
John W. Clark     
Julia & David Clarke    
Frank Claypool
Mallory Young & Craig Clifford
Margaret & Stuart Coleman
Gus Comiskey, Jr.
Claudia Coplen
R. Brooks Corl
Samuel S. Corl, III
Jay Coulter     
Evelyn & R. Reynolds Cowles, Jr., DVM
Mina & Millard Cox 

Jean & Dr. James Crabtree
Edgar Cullman, Jr.
Cheryl & John Dale    
Andrew C. Dana
Maria & Richard D’Antoni
Frederick Danziger
Christina K. Davis
J. Daniel Davis, MD    
Ginger & Ruthledge H. Deas, Jr.
Dean Derryberry
Brandee & Matthew Deslauriers
Dr. Dickson Despommier
Martha Dewey
Randy Dicky     
A. Newton Dilley
Eric S. Dobkin
Karla Ritten & Lawrence Dolan
Barbara C. & Thomas E. Donnelley, II
Elise R. Donohue
Katie & Richard Donovan
Dr. Daniel L. Downey
James B. Downing, Jr.    
Daryl Drake     
Cecil Drinkward
J. Michael Edwards
Karen & Thomas Ehlert
Gayle & J. Eidson
Carol & Mark Engebretson
Janet & John Ethen    
Robert B. Evans, Jr.
Sherrie & Richard Fast
Paul S. Finkle    
Doris L. Fischer
Bill Flick
James C. Flood
Paige & Chad Foster
Earl Franklin     
Mike Fray, PhD
William R. Fraser
Terri & Blake Freeman & Family
David G. Frey     
John Frey    
Pamela & Lawrence Garlick
Cherrie & Kenneth Garrett
Barbara & Michael Gettelman
Sandra & David Gibbs    
Nick Gilardoni     
Barbara & Joseph Gillispie    
Donna & Les Gilman    
Thomas Gleason     
Carolyn Lakewold & Fredrick M. Goldberg  
Thomas A. Goodmann    
J. Barton Goodwin     
Kim & Kevin Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Gottwald    
William M. Gould, Jr.
Rita & Richard Graff    
John R. Green     
Kathleen & Robert Griffin    
Jesse Gruel     
Dennis Grundman     
Daniel M. Guggenheim    
Charlie Haines, Jr.    
Christine & Reed Halladay    
Leslie & Nick Hanauer    
Alisha & Kenneth Hanley    
Paulette & Frank Hardy    
Jennie Ostler & Carl Hatch    
Judith Hazen
Jan & Frank Higgins
Carl M. Hillendahl     
Carole & C. P. Hodgkinson   
 

David R. Hoffman 
Yvonne & Noel Holland    
Mary Horne     
Geraldine & Brian Hotchkiss    
Betty & James P. House    
Ronald J. Hughes, Jr.    
Mary & William Humphrey    
David D. Hunting    
Judith Hutchins     
John T. Iacopi     
Fredrick Iden     
Susan & Duane Jacklin    
Patricia & Chad Jacobson    
Scott D. Jagger    
Linda & C. Todd Jessell    
Kathryn Johnson     
Margaret Kay Jones     
Marguerite B. Jones    
James Jordan     
Joan & Bud Kanouse    
Katherine & Robert Kaufman   
Michael Keaton     
Brent Keeton     
Thomas F. Keifer, II     
Marjorie Kidd     
Paul H. Kiefer    
Minnetta L. King     
Henry H. Knight     
Jeff Koelzer     
Kris E. Koepsel     
Nancy & Karl Komatsu    
Sherry L. Kossick     
Curtis Kruer     
Stephanie Kruer     
Ronald T. Kunkel     
Eugenia & Albert  Lamar    
Kathy & Michael Landert    
Michael Lander     
Tad R. Lane     
Sue & Roger Lang     
Ann & Mark Ledger    
Kathleen & Mark Lee    
William M. Legg     
David Lehwalder     
Diane & John Leicham    
John Leonard     
Steve Liebmann     
Steven D. Lockshin
Anne Lower     
Mrs. & Mr. Freddie Lozamo & Family   
Mary & William Luginsland    
Gene & Richard Lyman    
Lawrence Macon     
Sandra & Joseph Martin    
Linda Matthews     
Lisa & Dan Matthews    
Candice & Robert Mauseth    
Jennifer & Patrick McClellan    
Michael K. McCluskey    
Frederick W. McCollum    
Elizabeth Ann & Philip McCrury   
Susan S. McDowell     
Donnie McFadden     
John T. McGuire     
Christine & Frank McKeever    
Suzi & Larry McKinney    
Kris & Tobie McKown    
Mike McNalley     
Jean & Walter Meanwell    
William A. Meade     
James M. Meeks, DDS    
Marge A. Meinke    
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2007 – Intensive Grazing Project
“The Goals and Objectives of the project are to:
• Showcase different species for irrigated pasture
•  Monitor protein and energy through the growing
       season for different species by using fecal analysis
•  Monitor re-growth potential for different species
•  Monitor production for different species
•  Showcase intensive grazing on irrigated pastures
•  Meet producer’s cattle production goal of 2.5 lbs/day
•  Showcase intensive grazing on irrigated pastures”

2008 – Cows Eating Weeds
“As part of the Foundation’s effort to be proactive and innovative in the application of 
management practices, we volunteered to participate in a trial weed control method brought to 
Madison County by the NRCS, Madison Valley Ranchlands Weed Committee, and the Ruby 
Valley Conservation District. The group solicited the expertise of Kathy Voth from Livestock 
for Landscapes who had developed a protocol for teaching cattle to eat weeds.”   

2009 – Guests from Mongolia
“On a brisk spring day in April, the world became slightly smaller and the reach of the Ruby 
Habitat Foundation expanded greatly. On that day, a delegation of Buddhist High Lamas 
and some environmental educators from Mongolia kicked off a 17 day tour of the United 
States by visiting the Foundation’s home, the Woodson Ranch in the Ruby Valley.”

2010 – Pollinator Project
“The NRCS supports the use of native species in many conservation practices that involve seeding 
or transplanting. Selecting pollinator-friendly native species for these practices can provide added 
conservation benefits. These practices include:
 • Channel bank vegetation
 •  Critical area planting
 •  Early successional habitat development/management
 •  Field borders
 •  Filter strips
 •  Herbaceous wind barriers
 •  Range planting
 •  Riparian herbaceous cover”

2011 – Transition
“On January 27, 2011 we lost our founder and dear friend, Craig Woodson. With his passing, 
his vision for the Ruby Habitat Foundation, which began to take shape in 2002, has reached a 
monumental milestone... Craig inspired and motivated the Foundation to aggressively pursue our 
mission and accomplish our goals... In his memory, we will continue to raise the awareness of a 
conservation ethic and demonstrate specific conservation practices that have application in our 
area.” 
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Our First Nine Years in Review

2003 – Pheasant Habitat/Population Trends Monitoring
“Small annual grain food plots were planted to supply a steady and high value winter food source. 
Additionally, areas of low cover were farmed up and planted with a much more favorable mix of 
grasses and flowers that would provide excellent cover for nesting and rearing of broods. Surveys 
for pheasants in the spring show a steady increase in breeding activity on the ranch…”

2004 – Nature Trail Established
“In the spring of 2004, following an outing to the ranch to GPS a location, the 4th Grade class 
from the elementary school along with the High School Agriculture classes, came to the ranch to 
begin construction of a nature trail.”

2005 - Wetland and Riparian Area Management and Restoration
“It has been said that the highest value of our riparian areas is in the cool clean water that comes 
from them. In addition to the forage that grows in the riparian and wetland areas, and the wildlife 
that thrive there, these areas serve as filters and storage sponges for the water that flows through 
them. Healthy, functioning riparian areas provide a wealth of resource value that is difficult to 
quantify.”

 2006 – Two Dear Friends Honored and the Visitor Center Created
“In the development stage is a small interpretive center in an historic log barn located at the trail head. Memorial gifts given in honor 
of two dear friends of the foundation, Bud Kanouse and Scott Waldie, will be used to renovate the building. It will become the Waldie/
Kanouse Visitor Center.”
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Scott Waldie
October 14, 1946 - May 25, 2006

M. C. “Bud” Kanouse
October 7, 1936 - October 9, 2003
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$120.00
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$160.00

$80.00

$100.00
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$40.00

$60.00

$80.00 Income per acre

Cost per acre

Cost per ton

Net per acre 

$20.00

$40.00
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‐$20.00

$0.00
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Barley, Following 

Conventional 
Barley, Following 

No‐Till Barley, 
Following No‐Till 

No‐Till Barley, 
Following No‐Till 

No‐Till Barley,  
Following Cover 

No‐Till 
Barley,Following 

No‐Till Barley and 
Peas, Following 

/

No‐Till Barley and 
Peas,  Following 

$
Conventional 

Barley, Following 
Conventional 

Barley

Conventional 
Barley, Following 
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Barley, Fertilized

No‐Till Barley, 
Following No‐Till 

Barley

No‐Till Barley, 
Following No‐Till 
Barley, Fertilized

No‐Till Barley,  
Following Cover 

Crop

No‐Till 
Barley,Following 

Cover Crop, 
Fertilized

No‐Till Barley and 
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No‐Till Barley/Peas

No‐Till Barley and 
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No‐Till 
Barley/Peas, 
Fertilized

2012 Production Cost and Income Per Acre 
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